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21) Rav Yosef Dov HaL.evi Soloveitchik, '"Shall I Weep in the Fifth Month?"

(adapted by Rav Yair Kahn, translated by David Strauss, and available on Yeshivah Har Et-
zion's website, here: https://www.etzion.org.il/en/%E2%80%9Cshall-i-weep-fifth-
month%E2%80%9D)

...Does Yom Ha-Atzmaut answer the question of 'eikha'? Only fools can think so, arrogant
fools, and there are many fools of that sort. Can a Jewish government or military success be
considered a substitute for all the suffering and killing of the years of Israel's exile? It is
forbidden to say that this is the recompense for six million Jews who were slaughtered. This
is an expression of cruelty and a total lack of sensitivity. Does the rejoicing of the Six Day
War answer all the questions that arose in the period that preceded it? Are we not as puzzled
and confused as we had been before 1t? Did this triumph lessen our sorrow and calm our spir-
its? Did it resolve our problems and doubts? Is it not incumbent upon us to repeat, as did
Yirmeyahu, the question of 'eikha'? As long as God's will is as obscure as it was during the
dark night of the hiding of His face, as long as historical events have not been clarified from a
comprehensive and true perspective, as long as the world mocks us because of our faith in a
merciful and gracious God, as long as the mystery of "eikha" has not found a solution — it is
forbidden to abandon Tisha Be-Av. As long as a Jew asks "eikha," one must continue to fast
on Tisha Be-Av. Only after we succeed in deciphering the mystery of "eikha" will we be able
to abandon the fast of the fifth month.




